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CITY OF MORGAN HILL 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES – MARCH 26, 2003 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Kennedy called the special meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE 
 
Present: Council Members Carr, Chang, Sellers and Mayor Kennedy 
Absent: Council Member Tate. 
 
DECLARATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 
 
City Clerk Torrez certified that the meeting’s agenda was duly noticed and posted in accordance with 
Government Code 54954.2. 
 
City Council Action 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
1. LEGISLATION ON ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENT (ABAG) - 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION (MTC) MERGER 
 
Assistant to the City Manager Eulo presented the staff report, indicating that last week Council Member 
Sellers requested that this item be agendized for Council consideration.  He stated that last year, there 
was legislation introduced by Senator Torlakson to combine MTC and ABAG.  This year, several 
members of the legislature vowed to introduce other legislation, noting that Assemblyman Salinas and 
Senator Torlakson have introduced another bill.  He informed the Council that he spoke with a 
consultant from Senator Torlakson’s office today who is working on this issue who stated that the 
Senator and Assemblyman are working closely together on this, both agreeing to postpone action bills 
this year with the assumption and agreement that MTC and ABAG will be meeting and arriving on a 
compromise proposal. Staff questioned whether there was a valid motion on the table to make at this 
time. He recommended that the City go on record to state that it is in favor of regional planning and 
believe that there should be a merger. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Chang, City’s ABAG representative, stated that it was her belief that item 1 
addressed to the City Manager and the City Council is the most recent proposal.  She said that at last 
week’s ABAG Executive Board meeting, ABAG representatives came up with a proposal that would be 
sent to MTC for approval.  ABAG is recommending that ABAG and MTC each have seven board 
members meet and try to work out a conclusion.  She indicated that MTC will be holding a meeting this 
evening and will review the proposal to determine if it is acceptable.  She said that Santa Clara County 
has a statement from the Cities Association board.  The statement was presented to the ABAG Executive 
Board last week.  She said that the issue is under good discussion.  If the City wants to make a 
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statement, she recommended that the City model its statement from the Cities of Santa Clara County 
statement in supporting a similar stand.  She indicated that she spoke with Eugene Young last night and 
that because of the urgency of the matter, the issue was handled differently than would have normally 
occurred. 
 
Council Member Sellers stated that he appreciated that the Cities Association took action on this issue.  
He felt that a framework in which to resolve the issue is in place and that he did not believe that the City 
needs to add its voice as it previously provided comments. 
 
Council Member Carr said that in hearing Mr. Eulo’s report it appears that Senator Torlakson and 
Assembly Member Salinas are interested in allowing the bodies to work something out before they push 
forward with legislation.  He noted that last year, legislation was proposed at the Sacramento level that 
did not have buy in at the local level.  In reading the March 21 letter from ABAG, he felt that they have 
agreed to the MTC proposal on how to work out the merger, adding some items to their proposal.  It 
appears that ABAG is requesting an MTC response by April 20.  He was not sure that anything in the 
interim from the City would help the process.  He stated that he would be interested in seeing the 
response from MTC.  It is his hope that both ABAG and MTC would be able to agree and move 
forward.  He felt that the issue for the City of Morgan Hill in any consolidation of these bodies is one of 
representation and how Santa Clara County, especially the smaller cities in the County, would be 
appropriately represented in the body that comes out of the merger to talk about regional planning 
efforts.  He said that the Cities Association, in their motion, specially talked about equitable 
representation and he felt that this was a strong position for the Cities Association to take.  
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Chang indicated that she provided the Council with the agenda for tomorrow’s 
Legislative Action Committee meeting.  She requested that Council Members forward their thoughts on 
the issue to her. 
 
Council Member Carr said that the Legislative Committee has agreed to adjust its meeting schedule so 
that it can be helpful to Mayor Pro Tempore Chang to discuss issues in advance of ABAG meetings. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Chang indicated that the only individual who attended the ABAG meeting was 
Dave Cortese and that it was her belief that he would present the report tomorrow.  She felt that there 
was a disconnect because the individuals on the ABAG executive board are not necessarily on the 
Legislative Action committee and not necessarily attending board meetings.  She did not believe that 
everyone is aware of what is taking place.   
 
Mayor Kennedy indicated that there has been some controversy between Dave Cortese and John 
McLemore, the Cities Association representative from the City of Santa Clara.  He recommended that 
everyone pay attention to this issue.  He requested that Mayor Pro Tempore Chang report back to the 
Council at its next meeting what was discussed by the Legislative Committee as it was his belief that 
this is a critical issue with a lot of political forces involved. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Chang stated that it was her belief that she would be receiving a letter from ABAG 
as to the response.  She did not believe that any action would take place this year.  She informed the 
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Council that she has a copy of ABAG’s Legislative Committee focus should any Council Members want 
a copy. 
 
Action: No action taken. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Chang indicated that it was her belief that City staff sent information on housing.  
She inquired whether any information has been returned from the California Redevelopment Association 
(CRA) for her to report relating to co sponsoring a bill. 
 
City Manager Tewes said that it was his belief that Mayor Pro Tempore Chang was referring to a piece 
of legislation introduced at the suggestion of the Cities Association that would deal with agreements 
between cities on how low and moderate income housing funds could be used in adjoining communities.  
He said that this bill has been introduced as a spot bill and a number of public interest groups are 
reviewing it, including the CRA.  He indicated that CRA has not yet taken a position on it.  He said that 
the CRA process involves a review by a State-wide housing committee and that this review has not yet 
been completed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m. 
 
MINUTES RECORDED AND PREPARED BY: 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
IRMA TORREZ, CITY CLERK 
 


